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Halifax, N. 6. 
THE PRIVILEGED PROFESSION GAINS SOME GROUND 
‘Zhe editorial in the Fall BULLETIN hung an ambitious title. — 
serious sion. This month, Maritime librarians see some fr nm t 
sider whether they are a privileged profession indeed—and whether th — 


Oa''the positive side, wwe note ot Seman 6. canuuae 
at Dalhousie University: the second fulltime head librarian since —— 
library was built in 1915, the first man (part-time faculty supervision 
counted), and the first holder of graduate degrees to head the 14 rary 


—* 


On the negative side, the unfortunate hassle in Saint John | . a . 
an. ‘ All librarians sympathise with Pat Hert in her stand that 
— is needed to exercise professional judgment, — that 

cling; Mk Aeauaten, is the function of a board of trustees. 


The only conclusion an onlocking Iibrarian oan reach is that IMbrariee 


in Upper Canada (synonymous in the Maritimes with Babylon) may pay more, ‘but 
that things are booming down here and it's more fun to stay and fight. 


Aiding in the fight, Jim MacEacheron's letter in this issue pe t 
ne of our needs in the M,L.A.: the most effective organisational. voice. I 
— our conference got good press cooperation, but we need more than 
I think the Bulletin has a function, or 1 wouldn't heey stack wy neal to 
do this job. At present, it’s a one-man job; accumilating, polishing and 
ing material, and preparing multilith masters. Présework, — by the. 
graph Division in the Provincial Building, is kindly subsidised * 
Scotia Research Foundation. The various regions some time ago app 
resentatives to gather news, but this job has to be initiated and x 
by the editor, ane Devense Dany: peonle ere sporting, : the; 
not always give sufficient time to it. —— 


Dut Balletta ——— 
ecutive and other wise librarians in my neighborhood give time and advice when 
asked. ‘Perhaps indeed the Bulletin should be discussed sb Syiney 4 June. 


some points specifically raised in Jim's lettex: I ca 
issue this time, hoping the Grossman Report wor 
? Te tedecte wwoesit a Ak of ana Prone The Bull 
hat articles I can latch onto—tZ try to refrain from } ng in 
ow, thotigh--because of the way “mg Bulletin is edited—my.own | 
eg ‘el , : iieertele: 




























mean archivist, ok et — ee 
her nore than ever, so. Ishad to try to plain! 










history of a — or an instity' non; 
such’ a: o lection as = — 


ives: in Canada a¥e: oused | ive libraries or museum 
ment buildings: that erat. in the Legislative Building, ‘ ‘of New. 
wick in the N.B. Museums, I believe Nova Scotia and Onterio are the only 
inces that have.a budidii for. the purpose + 
ives. ‘The Massey Report. says (p.120), “Thanks to private 
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eS a microfilm before age and use A 


3 6, To look after students and casual visitors and answer their p Anquirioe 
in person or by letter. : 


, 7, We are alvays glad to arrange for a guide to take classes of schoo! 
chiléres, of church qreupe oF clubs, 6 ona tour of the building. 


| You never know what tourists or children are going to ask. » Everyone 
who works in a reference library knows that is what. makes the work interesting. 
Glancing through Dr. M. G. Burris’ My Pioneer Ancestors for dry facts on the 
churches in Musquodoboit I was rewarded with anecdotes about Rev. John Sprott, 
Presbyterian Minister there for 43 years. Mr. Sprott disapproved of the mesic 
of instruments in the church service. Despite his well-known attitude on this 
matter, one of his congregations insisted on using the kirk fiddle. One Sab- 
bath alli could see that Mr. Sprott was irritated by the music of the fiddle. 
When it came to the closing hymn he announced the 119th Psalm thus: "We will — 
e and to the Glory of God in the 119th Psalm, Basil! Basil’ Get ny 
horse?” And as the fiddle wailed forth the first of the 176 verses, MrgSprott 
descended from the pulpit and walked calmly out of the Church to ride away on 
the horse brought by his servant. 


The first interest in Nova Scotian history was aroused by Thomas 
Chandler Haliburton, later renowned for “Sam Slick". The young lawyer who was 
starting practice in Annapolis Royal spent his time writing an "Historical and © 
Statistical Account of Nova Scotia.” The history ends in 1763, because Hali- 
burton wrote that after the Seven Years’ War “the uniform tranquility and re- 


' Pical narrative.” Haliburton's history was published by Joseph Howe in 1829. 
Thomas Beamish Akins, a young lawyer in Halifax, was one of those: who helped 
Haliburton collect material for his history. Haliburton had a dreadful time 
wri his history because he couldn't get his hands on the documents, end 

t were no libraries he could consult. The government documents were in 
the files of the different departments of the government or stored in the attic 
or cellar of Province House. on: coke: up aqnnne She sane: Seemann mem a Fou 
are —— history after Confederation. 


However, interest in the history of Nora Seotia ‘nerescad ateadlly as : 
the patriotic feelings of Bluencses grew. On April 30,.1857, Joseph Howe, the 
great reform leader, made a motion in the House of Assembly sting ane 


the documents of be examined, preserved and 
eo er, seconded the motion, 
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ological orders: . 


Kingsford" starz of Cs 
that any conseient : 








the only histeries th have. sand. are dull : ooks like. 
tation or style. But cod were: pioneers in research 
such. Say : 


After Akins died 4n 2891, the @ Nova Scotia Archives were negl 
First they were, stored in the attic of Province 1 
charge of them along with the Provincial Museum, and in 191¢ removed them to a 
vault in the Nova Scotia Technical College. In this period when there was. 
one actively collecting, a number of valuable records were acquired by the 
Public Archives of Canada at Ottawa, and by the New England Genealogical Soc- 
iety in Boston. The Dominion Archives had a Nova Scotian branch first under 
Ww. C. Milner and then under Alvin MacDonald, former editor of the Halifax 
Chronicle. They collected material for Ottawa, and brought’ some Ottawa mater- 
iel here on loan. rang re — the Dominion branch 
closed. Documents belonging to Federal departments in Hove Scotia go to Otte- 
Se er ee 


: —— detinait Santen dtelihves dattiking are pebt- 
reits of Joseph Howe and V. A. Chase, and tablets in honor of T. B. Akins and 


The —— on August 29, 1929, by 
Premier E..§. Riodes. = Fawr ment 
on Jeapary 7, ** tut 4 we | 
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One Prays and Another Pumps-—— The ship Senator, which arrived at 
this port from Liverpool last week, in a leaky condition, met with a 
very severe gale of wind just after leaving port, on the 9th of April, 
in. which she shifted her cargo and sprung a leak. After several’ days 
of hard pumping, the crew, becoming exhausted and discouraged, noti~ 
: J that could pump no longer. Capt. Coffin here- 
upon assembled all hands. Taking out his watch, he'looked at: iteand 

8 * : “It is now just twelve o'clock; at 
leaking, I calculate we shall all be in the 
other world at about half-past two. I am goilig below to say my pray- 
ers.” and went-into his cabin. A consultation was soon held. One > old 
— 


better, and At agreed better with his constitution. Ina few minutes 
the:.captain heard the pumps going again lively as ever, and they. did 
not ce » except at short — until the ship arrived: 
New York Times) 


; 
J. 
rp t 


t the far end of the newspaper room is the bindery where Mr. George 
cleans and repairs old documents and books and binds them. 
the 


On second floor are the Archivist's office, and the main Adstorical 
montane Ses oe 120 by 40 feet. Ite walle are lined with: pic- 
turea,..011. portraits and ship models, and ite cases are filled with: miscel- 
laneous items of'all sorts from the oldest document in the Archives--the Pat- 
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meee 0 leeds religious and educational —— 


= The Provincial historians (3) use — histories ded Dr 
chives—minutes of the council, journals of the assembly, Govern 
pondence, etc. They can select a few subjects or a limited per: 

fy them in a single readable volume that will tell the general Canad: 
torian all he needs for compiling his work, (| — 


Then (4) we can have real Canadian history--not just a story. 
tral Canada with. the Maritimes and the West added as an appendix. © As Dr. 
Harvey wrote in the Dalhousie Review (July 1943, p.194), "Hardly a day 
without some complaint that our histories of Canada ignore the Maritim 
inces, or give inaccurate accounts of them, or treat them as a mere app 
to the history.of Central Canada; and, when the authors of these hist 
reproached for their sins of omission, they naturally reply that they were 
able ta) fied an adequate history of aay of Uae proriakis tea a aD ot 
their information. Unfortunately, that reply is unanswerable, and it —— our 
duty to see that intelligent histories of these three provinces are: written 


At the top of the pyran! - (5) are general histories — vith man- 
kind and worl history. 


ice, Su. aneiliaesttiesiry 4n:khe the Akins Library. 

« Akins left his extensive library, the largest collection of Novascotiana 
to 
fireproof building, to be called the Akins Library, and never be mixed with 
other books. You know what that means. Whenever somebody makes an 
about @ book the librarian must check both libraries, Some of the books in 
the Akins Library are worth several thousand dollars-<-there are 
first editions of ‘Hakluyt, Champlain, Lescarbot, Denys, Captain John Smith. 
It leans heavily to political history and journals of assembly, but you my © 
find anything there from the report of the Protestant Orphanage to the first 
magasine published in Canada-—-the Nova Scotia Magasine published in 1789 by 
John Howe. 


In the Mamscript Room we pass stacks of Railway Papers and Land Grants, 
School Papers and Assembly Papers, family collections, church and commnity 
records, census records, papers given to us for safekeeping: by. societies like 
‘the Commercial Club, the Charitable Irish Society, the YM.C.A, Weshould 
have copies of all the old Church records. As people are coming to know the 
Archives and the work we do, they are sending in more documents for safekeep- 
ing.. In the past few years we have acquired a number of private and fant 
collections of great importance. But we believe that there are — 



















destruction, Isolated documents may be of little value in lv | 
Little opmeredel value--bet they often fli an taportaat gup in serdae ve 
already have, 


Sme of the stories ve have heard about the wuritting ¢ 
_ documents and books in this province are disheartening, 

to an ald Nova Scotian family told me that he hed two eunte wh 
> One aunt was interested in family history and had a large eollectic 
ae ‘dered it nonsense. When the historical aunt’ 
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ant Oa ———— by J. M. Dent... 


Lochhead New Dalhousie Librarian 


> 


Douglas G,. Lochhead hes been — University Librarian of Dalhousie 
University, | effective in. July. 53. —— head comes to Dalhousie. from Cor- 
nell University vhere he bec ra a the University Library in 1952. 

He is a 5* 11 (B.A. in sociology, 194: f B.L.S.. —* and Torcato 
(MA. 1947). > university library work a varied | : 








In her letter of resignation, Mrs. Hart also indicated lack of profes- M Ñ 
sional staff as a difficulty in library operation. — ; 


Although the issue has not been finally settled, Mrs. Hart acceded to 
the~Common Council's resolution asking her to reconsider, and has agreed to 
remain six months beyond the date of her resignation, originally Dec. 31, 1952. 


The appointment of a second professional. librarian to the Saint John 
staff was announced in January. Mrs. Ruth Benton, a graduate of the. 
University of Toronto Library School, recently accompanied her soldier husband 
to take up residence in Saint John. She will be part-time reference librarian 
on duty Monday, Thursday and Friday afternoon, Friday evening and Saturday 
morning. A Calgarian, Mrs. Benton has been with the Department of: National 
Defence in Kingston, Ont. 


LIS? OF SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL PERIODICALS TO BE SUPPLEMENTED Im 1953 


The Maritime Library Association and the Nova Scotia Reasearch * 
tion eee ee upplement to the Union ‘ od Tect 
Periodics braries of the Maritim Provinces and Boyt found nd 
carly ih 53. Maritine Libraries already acluded, and t wishing 
ineluded for the first time, should send their entries on cards to the Bitter, 
Mr, M. P. Boone, Librarian, Legislative Library, Fredericton, New Brunswick, 
as soon as possible, The Editor would appreciate having the éntries 1 
same form as that used in the printed list. In the case of very rec nt 
ents? the date of Volume l-should always be included, Any library wish 
extra copy of the Union List for checking purposes should write to the Librery, 
. Nova Scotia Research Foundation, Box 1027, Halifax, N.8. 
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NEW BRUNSWICK SCHOOL LIBRARY GRANTS GMALL, TEACHERS SAY 
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and importance. The combined need for auditorium | 
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‘building was presented to the Town of Glace a the — 
quarters; and town authorities were able to ‘move the iibeery from the old. ab 
— building on MacLean Street. 


ws 
children’s library. This is removed entirely Goeth rae crak ae 
library and has a separate entrance. ; — 


| ‘The vital need of adequate library faicd ities in a modern —— was 
— by the ‘speakers at the opening ceremony. Mr. Peter Grossman, Direc- 
tor, of the Nova Scotia library systen, was the guést speaker at the ceremony, 
. Mr. 


— km preuiiled Oper Ty’ Mayor Dan HecDuMeid. Other speakers 4 
Clarie Gillis, M.P. for Cape Breton South, Mr. W. Stewart, Maritime superin- 
tendent of branches of the Bank of Montreal, Rev. S. Kerr, pastor of St.Paul's 
Presbyterian Church, Rev. John McLeod of St. Anthony's Parish, — 
and woth Ted — *vvtr warden, : : 
— 


‘Miss Dorothy MacKay, the librarian, and Miss Shirley Coulter, children's 
Librertaa; reported’a library membership at the beginning of 1953 of 4484, and 
- added.174 in the first five days; with a a of 1594 volumes. 


Murray Harbor Bran ch Reopens 


The P.E.I. Libraries report a “wonderful response” by the people of 

Murray Harbor to the reopening on Nov. 20 of their library in an attractive 
' new building. On Saturday afternoon, following the formal opening on Thurs- 
day evening, people from all over the village and surrounding district came 
to get something good to read for the first time since early June. 





The library had closed last summer when Mrs. Fayne MacLeod, in whose 
home he books were housed, resigned because of iliness. 


The new librarian, Mrs. Garnet Penny, had a busy Saturday——the last 

day of Young Canada's Book Week. Eager children quickly spotted the new books 
| on display. Robert McCloskey's One morning in Maine, Babar's Chrigtmas, Cow- 
boy in the making were among the first to go out. Grownups showed the same 
enthusiasm in the evening, and high interest. is still being maintained. The 
first twenty hours of opening saw 216 adult and 460 children's books loansd— 
one book every two minutes. Total circulation from the Murray Harbor library 


from ee to mid-June 1952 had been only 9722 
: 4 


The area has been made ‘library-conscious, through an extensive public- 
ity campaign from P.E.I. Libraries headquarters. Circular letters to every 
householder set forth the need for — — 


















is are — The Cape Breton onal Library, for ex- 

registere a chews. (up 4475 from 1951) or 20 percent of 
the area “The Halifax Memorial Library had 13,503 members, just 
under 16 percent.of the city's 1951 population. Together, these five major 
library systems serve some — people, just over half of Nova Scotia's 
population. 


| There are not enough books to fill the demand, the public 1ibrartans 
agree. Cape Breton, with 30,773 volumes—one for every-3.6 people——has a turn- 
over of 7.3 loans per book, Halifax, with 37,087 volumes——-one for every 2.3 
people--loaned each book an average of 6.5 times. Halifax readers were the 
most voracious, i 
read 9.4 apiece. The-cs ng departments are doing their best to meet this 
demand—-at Halifax, they “Sent Out the Reserves" 15,435 strong—over 4000 juv- 
enile, and 11,378 adult books. Cape Breton got 8779. new books. Yet this is 
only one néw book apiece in Halifax——-one new book for every three borrowers in 
Cape Breton! 


Young —— Book Week in RP E.2. 


Alsicat, deny Metal ot Mi Prince Bletid, Lattel tikabies. bas repectad 
enthusiastically on the observance of Young Canada's Book Week for 1952. Each 
branch received a mumber of new children's books for display during the week 
| and circulation afterward. The C.L.A. and other posters were used to 

up the lMbraries, and booklists were distributed. Several centers arranged a 
display of books in the village stores to attract those who are not regular 
library patrons. 









an average 17.8 books apiece per year; Cape Bretoners 


In the Charlottetown 1tbrary, the care of the display vas s small tres 
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BULLETIN— and other activities correspondingly big. — “busy! 
ee ae 
Celebration of Young Canada's Book Week in the Picton Region was effec- 


tive despite cramped space. There were newspaper items, and an.exhibi: 
children's books in a Pictou store window, C.L.A. booklists were digplayed 
and distributed in all the branthes. The New Glasgow brazch ‘had @ an 71 dis— 
School Association during Book Week about the literature displayed on news 
stands. . 





| shor ineuStaiee tie a aetna Gia 
inent position to a library display.. It featured a "Reading hui eat 
(painted in the library), Canadian books and hobby books. . 


tht\areni etiad the Picton region te tine’ 

in 1952. — —— 
an average attendance of 1000 each month. One stery hour a week was given in 
each of the four towns. Bo) the classes 18 Sq eae or ee ee 


ited once in the year. 


Once-weekly hospital service with a book truck is opecated by Hee. 
Hayman, the New Glasgow staff's efficient typist. 


Stan MacDougall and Patricia O'Neill. vere visitors to the opessing @F 
the new Glace Bay library—Stan being specially interested as ag fornerly 
librarian at Glace Bay. 





FosTers, Pamphlets, Chickagpox in Valley 


Joy Scudamore reports: The Ancepelia. Pulley’ Seelanel. Laeney 49.08 
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Mr. Donald A. Redmond, Editor eee aa 
MLAs. ess : Poe 


-I have been wondering about the next .i.e. this--Ed.. issue. ft 
MeLsde Bulletin, the — being that the publication date was . 
ember’. 







-ipaeet of all; T sheuld Like to say that I ait not too mur abel 
poliey behind the publication, and, as far as I knov, the date of dame its) 
left to the discretion of the Editor. The fact remains, however, that my im 
pression is that the present arrangement is haphazard and might ¢ ; 
lack of cooperation by the members of the Association in contributing to it. 


‘I think that we should be very conscious of the Bulletin as a publica- 
tion. There are two reasons that occur to me for saying this; (1) The Bulletin 
is a publication of a definite group of professional people; (2) As a publica- 
tion it is evidence of the librarians’ tastes and standards. We have, there- 
fore, to think of the Bulletin as a professional periodical and as a means by 
which others judge our work, neither of which should be overlooked for prac- 
tical reasons, e.g. finances or time. 


I have had definite reservations about certain articles that have ap- 
peared from time to time-—frankly, I think that they were degrading to the 
publication. I have three suggestions to make: 


1. That the Bulletin be discontinued unless it comes up to set stand- 








- ards; 
2. That it be made a newsletter, re-named accordingly, and ite con- 
tents confined to items of a factual nature; or, 


3./ That it be put on a sound periodical basis and express * ideas 
and news of librarianship in these parts. | 


This is net intended, Don, to be a criticiem of your editership. 
Rather, I want to say that I think the interest in the Bulletin under you has 
increased, and I think that you have seen its possibilities as a 
publication and have increased its scope. It has some time, I feel 


_ to re-examine the purposes of the Bulletin and to s set up the necessary s 
ards. If I have interpreted your method correctly, I am in favor of 4 
with the stated qualifications; — cabliok be ttkcken aes 


‘i 
if 





is required--the job is too big to publish the library affei 
inces single-handed. You, with your experience as editor, 
aware of the shortcomings and possibilities of the Riklotin. tak llaig an, 
and Z believe that it would be in the interests of librarianship in the Mar- 
itimes to have it discussed openly, in the Bulletin itself, ee: 


conference. 
To a bigger and better Bulletiay 
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“publishers to deposit with the Hational —— 
pig ‘book: published in Canada. — 
Maritime représentatives on the —— National, Libre 


Hi | . : z * 


Counéil are: Mr. Harold Newell, Librarian, Gosling Memoriql Li : a 
4 Nfld.; Canon Stanlet Walker, President, University of King's C — 3 
¥ Hon. Thane A. » Chief —— 20 gees Saacitecianl ean a: : 
— Bailey, Dean of Arts, University of New Brunswick. Mine livrerians from var- 


ious parts of Canada are included on the Council, 


C.L.A. CONTINUES SALES TAX FIGHT.. 
Efforts to have the sales tax on books removed culminated om Jan. 20 in 


statements from universities, national voluntary associations, litraries 
library organisations, including a letter from the M.L.A. The petition point- 
ed out the contradiction of principle inherent in taxing books, stressed the 
of reducing book prices as far as possible, and quoted tl ‘Re Bs 
Commission on Arts, Letters and Sciences: “...the Commission ve 
Federal Government would do an important service to Canadian letters-and to 









# Canadian scholarship‘by abandoning the sales tax on books of every descrip- 

> tion.” é 

; GOVERIMENT SHOULD SUBSIDIZE LIBRARIES, M. P. SAYS... 

a 3 It’ seems to be a sign of something or other, M.LA. Pressdent Dorothy 

_ Cullea notes, when a-Member of Purliament, Mr. 0. L. Jones (CCF-~Yale) in the 
Le debate on the control of obscene literature suggested: that the Ca gove 
— ernment should subsidise libraries, particularly rural “libraries, which would 
. provide good books ‘to counteract the trash available at news—stands. 


L. 6, ROLES FOR CATALOGING RECORDS PUBLISHED... 
Linares with poongraph recon! — 








4 edition of Library of Congress Rules fo a5 

J ordg, just out. Prizted catalog cards * ————— 

4 L. C. hae ampounced. The new code brings up to date practice f 

— by the Music Tdbrary Association in 1942. Copies of the — are free. 
HALIFAX LIBRARIAN OFF TO ENGLAND. . | ‘ 


ules Janet Turner, vo bas boon « cetslogar — 
cial Library, has left to go to Ingland to ‘Ex, 6 
Turner is “going East, young lady, going East". Even the attrac 
paint Jeb in the basement quarters of the Provincial weary, is 
icle Building, couldn't hold her though by the time the pa: 
finished, everybody in the P. L, was thoroughly fed up with the op 
Are the results worth waiting for? 









of w.public 1ibedsy, > Vari ; | : 
setvices that could be — wae" and girls section ofa pub- 
lic library. 4 


rary Committes 









school —— ‘ae. 


St. ——— ————— ———————— — with? 
—————— 
Desmond Pacey (rapidly | ngiknown as Fredsricton’s Lewis Carroll) and 
"Maggie Muggins" by Mary &. Grannar _(Fredericten-born euthor of the “Just Mary" 
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